New Directions for Affinity

We have started the year with a major
announcement with the establishment of ISRA
Australia. ISRA, which stands for Islamic Sciences
& Research Academy of Australia, will inherit
Affinity’s Islamic educational platforms. With a
redefined core business, Affinity will continue and
develop its intercultural dialogue activities.

Thus, in making this transition, Mr Mehmet Ozalp,
our former Executive Officer, and Mrs Zuleyha
Keskin, our former Vice-President, will move on to
head the newly formed ISRA Australia as its
President and Vice-President respectively. 1 wish
Mehmet and Zuleyha the best in heading the new
organisation and I am sure they will succeed due to
their competence and excellent work ethics.

Consequently, we also had a restructure in Affinity
and the following were elected as our Board of
Directors for 2010:

1. Mr Mehmet Saral — President & Executive
Officer

Mr Ahmet Keskin — Vice President

Ms Rahile Ansari — Secretary

Ms Mehtap Aydemir — Treasurer

Mprs Hacer Saral — Director

Mpr Gurgun Aydogan — Director

Mr Muhamed Cengic — Director
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I would also like to announce that Mr Osman
Karolia, Principal of Arkana College, has joined our
ranks as the Public Relations Officer. Osman brings
with him a wealth of experience in this area.

Furthermore, as of March, we have two new staff on
board in Affinity. Ms Rahile Ansari will be our new
Office Administrator, who will be replacing Mrs
Elvira Hodzic. Elvira will be the secretary of ISRA.
Ms Makiz Ansari, who was the Education
Coordinator, will also be moving to ISRA. Mr
Ernest Kulauzovic will be the new Project
Coordinator. I wish Makiz and Elvira well in ISRA.

Also, late last year we have formed an Affinity
branch in Wollongong. Affinity Wollongong will be
headed by Mrs Semanur Kombeci. Stay tuned for
more information.

I welcome all new Directors and staff on board and
look forward to working with them.

Mehmet Saral - President
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Affinity announces the establishment of
ISRA

Affinity Intercultural Foundation is proud to announce
the establishment of ISRA Australia (Islamic
Sciences and Research Academy of Australia) to
provide information and research services to social
and educational institutions in Australia. ISRA
Australia will be responsible for the operation and
improvement of adults and youth education program
that was offered through Affinity to date.

After nearly ten years of building interfaith and
intercultural relations through education and dialogue
and growing considerably in size, Affinity President
Mr Mehmet Saral said “We have looked at what we
have achieved over the last ten years. And then
looking into the future we have seen it necessary to
redefine ourselves. We have decided to peel off our
educational platforms in to a new organisation that we
named ISRA Australia — Islamic Sciences and
Research Academy of Australia”.

Mr Saral describes the establishment of ISRA
Australia as a “significant transition from an
intercultural dialogue phase to an intercultural and
interfaith cooperation phase where we can cooperate
in social, educational and environmental areas to
address issues facing all of us as Australians”.

ISRA Australia was launched nationally in Canberra
on 24th of November 2009 in the presence of the
Governor General of the Commonwealth of Australia
Ms Quentin Bryce AC. The launch coincided with
Affinity signing an agreement with Charles Sturt
University to provide Islamic and Interfaith studies as
part of CSU’s academic program.

Attending the national launch in Canberra, Governor
General of the Commonwealth of Australia Ms
Quentin Bryce AC described the agreement as “an
agreement that promises to foster awareness and
cooperation not only between Charles Stuart
University and Affinity Intercultural Foundation, but
across generations of students, infusing our
institutions and structures, our neighbourhoods and
communities with an understanding of Islam as an
enriching element of our common life.”

Commenting on the significance of the agreement and
the establishment of ISRA Australia, Professor Ross
Chambers, Chair of the Board of ACCC and Deputy
Vice-Chancellor of Charles Stuart University said
“one of the things that our agreement says is that
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Islamic studies within Charles Stuart University
will be taught from within the rich and inclusive
scholarly traditions of Islam.” Because "“if you’re
going to talk about Islam, if you’re going to talk
about Christianity, if you’re going to talk about
Buddhism, its best to talk with people who know
what they are talking about and that is people
who are working from within those faith
traditions.”

Affinity’s founding president since 2000 and its
CEO since 2007 Mr Mehmet Ozalp accepted to
lead the formation of ISRA Australia and head
the organisation from its inception. Mr Ozalp
said, "I am honoured to have been appointed as
the Founding President and the Executive Officer
of ISRA Australia.”

Mr Saral further remarked that “Establishment
of ISRA Australia does not mean that Affinity will
no longer be involved in educational or
intellectual areas. Affinity will continue to do
what it does best - intercultural and interfaith
dialogue. Going forward, Affinity’s educational
and intellectual work will be more relationship
oriented. The new organisation ISRA Australia’s
main focus will be largely educational. It will
also be involved in interfaith dialogue especially
in the area of education, interfaith research and
scholarly level dialogues.”

Mr Ozalp said, “ISRA Australia rises on the
foundations laid by the pioneering educational
work of Affinity. Over time, it intends to
contribute to the social capital of Australia by
engaging with all educational and research
institutions in Australia. We are looking forward
to continuing our interfaith and educational
cooperation around Australia to create more
space for dialogue between Islam and
contemporary Australia.”

Affinity’s Mrs Zuleyha Keskin will continue her
important contribution within the leadership
team of ISRA Australia as the Vice President. Mr
Mehmet Ozalp and Mrs Zuleyha Keskin have
both assumed their new roles and are working
closely with Affinity Board of Directors through a
transition plan. ISRA Australia is soon to
establish its own centre at a new premise.
During the implementation of the transition
plan, Mr Mehmet Ozalp and Mrs Zuleyha Keskin
will work from the premises of Affinity
Intercultural Foundation until the new centre is
operational.
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Mr Mehmet Saral will assume the role of
Executive Officer of Affinity as well as fulfilling
his role as the President. Mr Ahmet Keskin
has been elected as the Vice-President,
Affinity Intercultural Foundation.

ISRA Australia will be launched in Sydney on
23rd of March 2010. ISRA Australia can be
contacted at info@isra.org.au or 02 9649
9040.

Affinity Family & Friends Picnic

On Australia Day, Tuesday, 26th of January,
Affinity Intercultural Foundation held a
"Family and Friends Picnic". It was held at a
pre-booked venue called "Twin Shade Sail" at
Bicentennial Park Homebush Bay. The shade
provided by the venue was a blessing as the
temperatures soared above 32 degrees
Celsius.

The picnic was an organisational social
gathering prior to diving in to the year ahead
with the many projects that we have to
conduct. It also allowed for new

members to bond with existing members.

New executive members Dr Ammar Alibeck,
Mr Kerem Kiris and Mr Ernest Kulauzovic, all
attended with their wives.

Thanks to Rahile Ansari for her great effort in
coordinating this picnic.
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New Years Multi-Faith Prayer for World
Peace

On the 1st of January 2010, Affinity Intercultural
Foundation Wollongong Branch was invited to a
“New Years Multi-Faith Prayer for World Peace”
in the Nan Tien Temple in Wollongong.

Overall, the event was a great success as it was
an excellent platform for the various faiths to
come together. The form of each prayer may
have been different but the substance was clear
- each desiring world peace. We were also
treated to a peacock dance by a talented 12
year old which really showed one that the world
still has some beauty, amongst the chaos that
may be plaguing it.

At the end, all the special guests, spiritual
leaders and their congregation sang “We are
Australian” - which reinforced the notion that
truly ‘We are one, but we are many’.

Imam Dr Yusuf Yurt, the Turkish Consulate
Attaché, recited verses from the Qur'an. Heads
of Bilal Mosque, the Turkish Mosque in Cringila
Wollongong, were also present.

Mrs Semanur Kombeci, Affinity General Manager
for Wollongong, was a guest of honour.

Upcoming Events

1. Studies of Religion Conference on
Friday, 5" of March 2010

STUDIES OF
RELIGION
IN FOCUS

THEN AND NOW

THE AUSTRALIAN RELIGIOUS LANDSCAPE

Studies of Religion in Focus Conference 2010

» Religion and Belief Systems in Australia
post-1945 - with links to the Australian

* Religious Landscape pre-1945
Religion and Non-Religion within the
Studies of Religion | & Il Syllabus

2. Women of Faith Dinner on Sunday, 14"
of March 2010

One woman can make

a difference, many can

Media and Inclusion Luncheon Panel
& The Sydney Launch of ISRA Australia

Tuesday 23rd March 2010, 12:00pm to
3:00pm

A City of Sydney Living in Harmony
Festival 2010 Initiative

Customs House, Barnet Long Room
31 Alfred Street Circular Quay, Sydney
CBD
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